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Harun Ar-Rashid’s vizier,
Yahya the Barmakid, Built the first
paper mill in Bagdad about the year
800. The manufacture of paper then
spread westwards through Syria and
North Africa to Spain, and it came
into common use, in the twelth cen-
tury pilgrims from France to
Compostela took back picces of pa-
per as a great curiosity, though roger
11 of Sicily had used paper for a docu-
ment in 1090. From Spain and Sic-
ily the use of paper spread in to west-
ern Europe, but paper-mills were not
established in Italy and Germany
until the fourteenth century.

(The influence of Islam on Medieval
Europe)
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